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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS OF VARIOUS
TYPES

By HENRI LA FONTAINE, Member of the Belgian Senate,
and M. PATJL OTLET.

THE free grouping together of men in local, regional, national,
and, finally, international associations is a phenomenon which
first attained importance during the past century. From
the moment when facility of communications allowed men to
meet together more easily, co-operation and collaboration
have, in some degree or another, appeared in every field of
human activity. The result has been an interchange of ideas,
of plans, and of achievements, which have gone far towards
creating a " universal mentality." The idea of a League of
Nations was the logical and inevitable outcome of these
developments, which were remarkable both for their spon-
taneity and their scope. And as such the League deserves
the very special attention of all who are concerned to give
to the political, economic, and social structure of the world
some organic fprm, which may assure to the human race as a
whole that full and harmonious development of its illimitable
possibilities which is the desire of the common people every-
where.

The development of an international spirit is principally
due to the slow and laborious establishment, from the middle
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